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15th July 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers 
 
RE: Plans for September 2020 
 
As you are aware, the government has stated that all children are expected to school full-time from September. We 
welcome this news as we are keen to support children to resume learning. We recognise the efforts that each 
parent/carer has made to support the children with home-learning but we know that children can make better progress 
while back in school and being supported by skilled staff. Moreover, we know that being at school provides many 
benefits for the children, including developing their social and collaborative skills. 
 
As you are aware, we have been open to pupils in most year groups since June and we have been so impressed at the 
children’s ability to adapt to the changes. We are certain that the extra measures put in place have been really effective 
and helped to keep all members of the school community as safe as possible. With this in mind and the government’s 
requirements that schools must fully re-open, I am writing to let you know that The Langley Academy Primary will 
welcome all pupils from 4th September 2020.  This letter provides an update of our plans for September. 
 
The government have published information for parents/carers, this can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-
schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 
 
Information to help you prepare for September is listed below: 
 
Do I have to send my child to school? 
Yes, you must! The government have stated that all children are to return to school, so once more, school becomes 
compulsory.  
 
What if a member of my family is shielding? 
Government advice regarding shielding will end on 1st August. They have also said that even if a child lives with a 
vulnerable person, the child should return to school. This means that the children should be back at school. If there are 
any health concerns, parents should contact their child’s consultant, then discuss this with us at school. 
 
When does school re-open? 
For children in Years 1 – 5, school will reopen on Friday 4th September. This day will help children familiarise themselves 
with the new measures in place, so please return your child to school on this date. 
 
What if I am on holiday? 
Education must take priority. If you are going away on holiday, you must ensure you return to school so your child can 
start the school year on 4th September. 
 
Will there still be ‘bubbles’? 
As all children are expected to return to school, we will treat each year group as a bubble. This means they will have the 
same start, finish, break and lunch times. Where possible, each class will act as a mini-bubble of 30 children. Staff will 
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stay assigned to their year groups.  
 
Will all lessons resume? 
We look forward to teaching the children the full national curriculum, this means the children will have every subject, 
including music and PE. Children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 4 will all complete national end of year 
assessments. 
 
Does my child have to wear school uniform? 
All children will be expected to be in their full school uniform, this includes blazers and ties in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-5). All 
uniform can be purchased from Aqua Uniforms, who have now reopened. Please ensure your child has a full PE kit 
(jogging bottoms, hooded top and t-shirt) as the children will come to school in their PE kits on days they have PE. This 
will mean, we do not have to break bubbles to get children changed. You will be notified in September of your child’s PE 
day. 
 
What can my child bring to school? 
We expect children to return to school with bookbags (Nursery – Year 2) or rucksacks (Years 3-5). All children should 
have their own, named water bottle. Children in Year 5 can bring their own small pencil case. Children will have access 
to the cloakrooms to hang their belongings up. 
 
How will the children eat lunch? 
Children in Reception will eat lunch in the hall, the seats have been marked and are 1m apart. All other year groups will 
eat in the classrooms. Hot meals, will be served to the children in the classes (and the classes thoroughly cleaned 
afterwards). For children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, school meals will be paid for through the Universal Infant Free 
School Meal scheme. The catering company have a range of safety procedures in place. The menu will be uploaded to 
Parent Pay on 2nd September to enable you to book your child’s meals in advance. As pre-Covid, we strongly recommend 
children eat a hot meal. 
 
How will you be able to socially distance the children? 
During the day, we view ‘bubbles’ as one big family. The government guidance states that we should not force younger 
pupils to socially distance. However, we will continue to encourage children to keep a safe distance. Throughout the 
building, there is a one-way system in place and many 2m markers along the corridors to help children recognise 2m 
apart. Each class also has their dedicated toilet cubicle. We have continued to keep the year group zones in the 
playground. At the start of term, we will hold assemblies virtually, this helps to protect year group bubbles.  
 
What support is available for pupils with SEND? 
Miss Miller continues to review the needs of each child. Additional adults (LSAs and Place 2 Be Counsellor), will be 
available to offer personalised support. As far as possible, they will follow protected bubbles and minimise contact with 
different year groups. 
 
How will you keep the school clean during the day? 
We will continue with the extra cleaning arrangements currently in place. We have a member of the site team available 
on site all day to clean throughout the day. We know it is important to keep doors, toilets and surfaces clean. Classes are 
cleaned at break time, the computer room is cleaned between lessons. Children will be encouraged to place any toys 
they play with in buckets for cleaning.  
 
(Continued overleaf)  
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What time will school start and end? 
The exact start and end times will be staggered for each year group. The school day will be phased between 8:25am – 
3:15pm. This will reduce the congestion on site and at Green Drive. We will review these timings throughout the year. 
 

Year Group Start Time End Time 

5 8:30 3:05 

4 8:30 3:05 

3 8:40 3:15 

2 8:35 3:10 

1 8:25 3:00 

Reception 8:45 3:15 

 
How will I drop my child off to class? 
Each year group will have a 10-minute window to drop their children to school. We hope this will reduce crowds at 
Green Drive Gate. There will be no walking bus initially. Parents/carers will be required to walk the children to their year 
group gate, staff will supervise the walk to class. We expect children in Key Stage 2 to walk themselves to class, we have 
been impressed with how confidently the children can do this already! For the first few weeks, we aim to let parents 
leave via Langley Road, this helps minimise congestion at Green Drive. In the afternoon, parents will collect via Langley 
Road, go to the year group gate and collect. There are markers outside, to encourage parents to socially distance while 
waiting. Parents will leave through Green Drive. We will review this procedure every 3 weeks. 
 
What about clubs? 
We will not offer any additional clubs for the first half-term but are keen to offer clubs from half-term. Breakfast and 
After-School club will continue. Parents/carers must pre-book club spaces. 
 
What happens if my child is unwell? 
We will be unable to administer Calpol and other non-prescription medicines. At this stage, if your child is feeling unwell, 
we will understand that it may be best for him/her to stay at home. Should a child become ill during the day, we will 
contact you and let you know. Children who are coughing or have a temperature will be sent home immediately. You 
will be able to book a Covid-19 test for the family. Please do not send children to school, if they are supposed to be self-
isolating. The school will take part in the government test and trace program. 
 
Will staff still offer first-aid? 
If your child falls over or needs first aid, staff will treat them as they would have done previously. 
 
Can I speak to the class teacher or come into the office? 
Unfortunately, it will be more difficult to have daily conversations with the class teacher. This is because we are trying to 
limit congestion on the site. However, if you have an urgent need to speak to the class teacher, the teacher will call you 
after school. You can also email teachers via the year group e-mail. 
A member of senior staff will be available near the crossing so you can give them items to take into the office on your 
behalf.  
 
What other measures have you taken? 
A document to summarise the full risk assessment is available on request. This has been agreed by the Trustees and our 
Executive Principal. It lists many of the steps we have taken to make TLAP as safe as possible. In addition to the steps 
listed above, children will be encouraged to wash their hands frequently. Tissues and hand sanitiser are available in each 
classroom and throughout the building. Each class has their own bottle of soap, this helps us to see how often children 
are washing their hands. Pupils know how to sneeze into their elbows and staff continue to encourage ‘respiratory 
hygiene’. As much as possible, we encourage staff to keep classroom windows and outside doors as open as much as 
possible. Constant reminders from staff help to keep the children cleaner and safer. 



 
In summary: 
We recognise that this has been a very challenging school year and once more, we are full of praise for the children’s 
resilience. We look forward to a calmer, more-normal year from September. Of course, many of you will have concerns 
but we want you to be assured that we are doing as much as possible to ensure school is as safe as possible. It is our 
priority to maintain safety measure to protect our TLAP family. More excitedly, we look forward to doing what we do 
best and teaching the children. 
 
A further letter will be sent to you before school opens in September to confirm start times and other information. We 
will periodically check office@langleyacademyprimary.org during the holidays, so please do not hesitate to contact us, 
should you need but be patient in waiting for a response. 
 
We wish you a safe, enjoyable and restful summer break and look forward to welcoming back our entire TLAP family on 
4th September. We have missed you very much. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
 
Mrs T Bowen 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@langleyacademyprimary.org

