
       

 

◼ 
 
Langley Road, Langley, Berkshire SL3 7EF 
Tel: 01753 214450 
Office:langleyacademyprimary.org | www.langleyacademyprimary.org 
Headteacher: Tracey Bowen 

 
◼ 

 
A part of The Arbib Education Trust formerly  
The Langley Academy Trust 
Registered in England Number 05358533 
A Private Company Limited by Guarantee 
An Exempt Charity under The Academies Act 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3rd September 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers 
 
RE: Confirmation of plans for September 2020 
 
I hope you are all well and have enjoyed the summer break. We are delighted to let you know that we have been very 
busy preparing school and are ready to welcome your children back to The Langley Academy Primary. 
 
The purpose of this letter offers additional information to my last letter sent on 15th July and confirms some of our 
arrangements to enable us to open school to all pupils from Friday 4th September. As you are aware, the government 
has stated that all children are expected to return to school full-time. We welcome this news as we are keen to support 
children to resume learning. Staff have spent the last few days organising classrooms and preparing lessons – they are 
eager to meet their new classes. 
 
On 2nd September, the government updated its guidance for parents/carers, this can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-
schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term#attendance 
 
Information to help you prepare for September is listed below: 
 
Are all children expected to return to school? 
Yes. We are expecting all children to return to school. Children in Years 1 to 5 return tomorrow – Friday 4th September. 
Government guidance confirms that transmission rates among children are low. Shielding advice for all adults and 
children paused on 1st August 2020 which means that even pupils on the shielded list can return to school as can those 
who have family members who were shielding.  
 
Can I return my child to school if I am having to quarantine following a holiday? 
We are aware that the Government has imposed the need to quarantine for 14 days following holidays to some 
countries. If you have been on holiday to a country and need to quarantine please contact the office and let us know. It 
is not safe for you to return your child to school if you are in quarantine.  
 
Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, France and Pakistan are among the list of affected countries. Please refer to 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors#countries-and-territories-with-no-self-isolation-
requirement-on-arrival-in-england if you are unsure. 
 
What safety measures are in place? 
We have a number of safety measures in place, these include: 

• Providing additional time to clean hands more thoroughly (each class has a bottle of soap, its own sanitiser and a 
box of tissues) 

• Minimising contact and maintaining social distancing, wherever possible (including a staggered start and end 
days, staggered break and lunch-times, markings and one-way systems around the school). 

• Encouraging good hygiene 

• Reducing the number of resources brought into school 
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• An on-site cleaner throughout the day 

• PPE available for appropriate use (eg intimate care or treating a child) 

• Fully engaging with the NHS Test and Trace 
 
What time will school start and end? 
The exact start and end times will be staggered for each year group. The school day will be phased between 8:25am – 
3:15pm. This will reduce the congestion on site and at Green Drive. We will review these timings throughout the year. 
 

Year Group Start Time End Time 

5 8:30 3:05 

4 8:30 3:05 

3 8:40 3:15 

2 8:35 3:10 

1 8:25 3:00 

Reception 8:45 3:15 

 
Please arrive at your given time, this will reduce congestion in Green Drive. There will be no walking bus. Parents/carers 
will be required to walk the children to their year group gate, staff will supervise the walk to class. We expect children in 
Key Stage 2 to walk themselves around the site to their year group gate.  
 
For the first few weeks, we aim to let parents leave via Langley Road, this helps minimise congestion at Green Drive.  
 
In the afternoon, parents will collect via Langley Road,staff will direct you to the collection point..  
There are markers outside, to encourage parents to socially distance while waiting. Parents will leave through Green 
Drive. We will review this procedure every 3 weeks.  
 
Unfortunately, due to time limitations there is not the opportunity to meet with teachers and discuss your child’s day. 
Teachers will contact you via telephone if there is anything urgent to tell you. You can contact teachers via the year 
group emails. 
 
If you have a child in Year 4 or Year 5 and wish for your child to walk home alone at the end of the day, please contact 
the office via email. 
 
Please avoid coming into Reception. Senior staff will be outside each day at drop-off and collection. 
 
How many children will be in the group? 
As much as possible, all children will remain in their registration group. This means that children are in groups of 30. 
Staff will remain within the year group and minimise contact with other staff. At lunch-time and break-time all children 
in the year group will be outside on the playground together. Different year groups will not mix on the playground. 
 
It is worth noting that for phonics children may be placed in mixed groups across the year group, this enables us to 
ensure children can develop the essential skill of reading. Children with additional needs will continue to receive 
specialist support from trained staff, including visiting professionals. 
 
Will staff or my child have to wear face coverings? 
As you may be aware, there has been much discussion in the news about face coverings. Pupils in primary schools are 
not expected to wear face coverings but if you have any concerns regarding this, please contact Mrs Bowen via the 
Office email. At this current time, staff have decided they will not be wearing face coverings. This is under constant 
review. 
 
What can my child bring to school? 
We expect children to return to school with bookbags (Nursery – Year 2) or rucksacks (Years 3-5). All children should 
have their own, named water bottle. Children will be given a labelled pencil and board pen to use however, those 
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children in Year 5 can bring their own small pencil case.  
 
Children can wear their coats to school and will have access to the cloakrooms to hang their belongings up. On PE days 
(you will be notified in a separate email) your child must come to school in their PE kit. 
 
We recognise that a few parents may wish to send their child to school with a packed-lunch, please ensure your child 
brings their lunch in a disposable bag. At the end of lunch-time the bag will be thrown away.  
 
What are the lunchtime arrangements? 
Children in Reception and Year 5 will eat lunch in the hall, the seats have been marked and are 1m apart. All other year 
groups will eat in the classrooms. Hot meals will be served to the children in the classes (and the classes thoroughly 
cleaned afterwards). For children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, school meals will be paid for through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meal scheme. The catering company have a range of safety procedures in place. To promote healthy 
eating, we strongly recommend children eat a hot meal. 
 
What happens if my child is unwell? 
We will be unable to administer Calpol and other non-prescription medicines. If your child is feeling unwell, we will 
understand that it may be best for him/her to stay at home, please contact us via telephone and inform us of your 
child’s absence. Should a child become ill during the day, we will contact you and let you know. Children who are 
coughing or have a temperature will be sent home immediately. You will be able to book a Covid-19 test for the family. 
Please do not send children to school, if they are supposed to be self-isolating. The school will take part in the 
government test and trace program. 
 
Will staff still offer first-aid? 
If your child falls over or needs first aid, staff will treat them as they would have done previously. 
 
In summary: 
We know that Coronavirus is often in the news and this can be add to parent anxiety. Please be rest assured that we 
want to work with you. I am sure you recognise that the Langley Academy Primary is a special place to all of us and we 
have a duty to look after each other, this is not something we ever take lightly. I hope you know that we are available via 
telephone or email to offer any assistance and provide more information.  
 
We need to ensure that the children get the education they deserve, so they can grow to fulfil their potential. With this 
in mind, we look forward to welcoming all the children back to school. I know many of them have had different 
experiences throughout lockdown and rather than dwell on what has happened we are using September to move 
forward, rebuild and continue our journey together. 
 
I trust you feel confident enough to support us in our aim. I am looking forward to a positive year that brings less 
disruption than last.   
 
Onwards and upwards…together we can get through all challenges and overcome them. We have missed you very much 
and I cannot wait to see you all. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
 
Mrs T Bowen 
Headteacher 


