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11 January 2021 
 
Dear parents/carers 
 
What a week! What a start to the new year! 
2021 is definitely starting us off by keeping us all on our toes. There are times when it seems that nothing happens and there are 
other times when so much takes place. This was definitely one of those weeks. There have been many changes put in place and I will 
aim to summarise some of those below and how it impacts us at TLAP. 
 
National Lockdown and subsequent closure of schools: 
On Monday night, the Prime Minister’s announced that schools were going to close as part of a National Lockdown. This means that 
under current guidance, children will undertake learning activities at home until at least February Half-Term. I will continue to 
review government guidance and review our provision accordingly. 
 
Remote learning: 
There is no question, that working from home is a challenge for adults. It is made incredibly difficult with children at home too, I am 
more than sympathetic to the increased stresses this can place on households. 
 
Schools have duty of providing a balanced curriculum to children, in an attempt to keep them learning. It is important to recognise 
that you are not teachers and home is not school, that means that children can be more reluctant to work at home. Please contact 
your class teacher if you are having problems engaging your child, a message home may help! 
 
We have decided to continue with our system of uploading videos to YouTube daily. You will have noticed that each teacher is now 
uploading lessons for their own class. We have made this change as many of you reported that children preferred to see their own 
teacher. As we are uploading so many videos a day, you may have to ‘scroll through’ to find your class lesson. We need the children 
to complete their work and upload this to Tapestry, this is so the teachers can mark it. Feel free to send the teachers a message to 
let them know how your child coped with the work.  
 
Each week, you will receive a timetable of learning activities. This schedule is to help you balance learning time at home and reflects 
the minimum expectation of work. There are additional learning activities listed too, for some children who need extra work, the 
extra links will support their learning. We noticed a number of parents did not read or follow the schedule last week, please try to 
complete activities each day. 
 
In Key Stage 2, the children are able to access ‘live’ online sessions through TEAMS. These enable the class to meet and discuss the 
lesson. There is also a weekly ‘form’ session planned when children can stay in touch. Please make sure your children respond to the 
Teacher’s call for their lesson. Many parents have responded positively about the introduction of these sessions.  
 
In Years 1, 2 and Reception, the teachers are going to offer a weekly class catch-up session via Zoom. An invite will be emailed to 
parents to log-on. We hope this helps the children benefit from staying in touch. 
 
Department for Education free laptops: 
Many of you have heard through the news that Department of Education (DfE) provided free laptops for pupils. We received 21 
laptops and distributed those according to our assessment of need, based on the survey that was completed earlier this year. 
 
The government have a calculation that they used to determine the number of laptops we can have, based on various factors, 
including our levels of Free School Meals. Many of you have called the school to request for a free laptop, we can log your details but 
will need to enquire about your personal circumstances. It is my intention to place an additional bid to the DfE but many schools are 
still waiting for their initial allocation so the bid is aspirational. The DfE scheme is for pupils in Year 3 and above. 
 
Pay-As-You-Go data access: 
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Last week, I contacted you to alert you to a scheme for parents who do not have broadband at home and are using their phone for 
data. If you are dependent on your phone for internet, please contact the school office (email or phone) so we can assist you 
further. 
 
Vulnerable Children: 
The government is aware of the additional needs some children have. Therefore, children with EHCPs or vulnerable children are able 
to attend school. To explain, children can be vulnerable for a variety of personal, educational and academic reasons and be assured, 
we keep these reasons confidential amongst key staff. We have contacted a number of you to offer your child a space and are 
grateful for your politeness throughout the conversation. These are incredibly unique times and we are committed to offering 
additional support as best as we can. If you think you or your child(ren) would benefit from additional support, please contact me via 
office@langleyacademyprimary.org so we can discuss this further.  
 
Key worker children: 
The government have provided a list of many professions that are critical to keep the country functioning. If you believe you are a 
key worker and need a place at school, please contact office@langleyacademyprimary.org. I must add that we can only minimise the 
spread of infection, if small numbers of children are in school. If there is an adult at home, who can supervise children, this is the 
safest place for them to be. We may ask for proof from your employer that you are a key worker. 
 
Nursery children: 
The government has said that schools MUST open their nursery classes. Nursery parents have been contacted as we aim to open our 
nursery from Tuesday. We must note that if many children are in nursery, we are concerned at the potential to spread infection. 
Despite our best efforts, young children cannot socially distance. During this period of lockdown, we appreciate that every parent 
will have many factors to consider before making the decision to return their child to nursery or not.  
 
Application to Reception for September 2021: 
If you have a child in nursery, please make sure you have completed your school reception place form by 15th January 2021. Late 
applications are less likely to result in a space at TLAP’s Reception. 
 
Change in home circumstances: 
Situations at home can change very quickly. You may be furloughed, be made redundant, suffer illness or receive bad/stressful news 
from the wider family. I know it can be embarrassing but please do not hesitate to notify us of any changes to your circumstances, 
we may be able to help. Also, we don’t want families to suffer in silence.  As much as we try to hide information from children, they 
are able to detect some of our adult pressures – please keep us informed.  
 
Local Covid rates: 
I will not list this every week but to provide context of the local challenges, I am listing data of Covid cases per 100,000 for the week 
ending 3rd January 2021: 

• 1,090 for Slough overall 

• 1089.5 for Langley St Mary’s  

• 1051.7 in Foxborough 

• 1354.3 for Langley Kidderminster  

(data taken from coronavirus.data.gov.uk) 
 
These rates are exceptionally high and I would like to urge you to please take note of current government guidance. Only leave 
home if you have to. When out please observe social distancing, stay 2 metres away from others. Wear a mask unless you are 
exempt. It is going to take a community effort to bring case rates down in Slough. We are all desperate for normality to resume so 
doing our little part can help. 
Contacting school: 
The school office is open every day from 8am – 4pm. During this time, you can call the school on 01753 214450 (we can hear you, 
despite the difficulty with the phone line). You can also email us via office@langleyacademyprimary.org.  
 
You can also contact teachers via the year group emails: 
NurseryTeachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 
receptionteachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 
Year1Teachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 

mailto:office@langleyacademyprimary.org
mailto:office@langleyacademyprimary.org
mailto:office@langleyacademyprimary.org
mailto:NurseryTeachers@langleyacademyprimary.org
mailto:receptionteachers@langleyacademyprimary.org
mailto:Year1Teachers@langleyacademyprimary.org
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Year2teachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 
year3teachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 
year4teachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 
year5teachers@langleyacademyprimary.org 
 
We will respond to emails as quickly as possible. Please remember that teachers are teaching so they cannot respond immediately.  
 
Parent Survey: 
Many thanks to those parents who responded to the parent survey last week. As I hope you can appreciate, it is always daunting to 
think that parents are gathering evidence in the background. I understand the concerns raised regarding the potential opening of 
school last week and I am reassured that we had the same worries. It is a real strength of the school when parents work proactively 
to support leadership. I genuinely appreciate this. 
 
New staff: 
I would like to welcome Mr Bradshaw who is the new teacher for Lovelace and Miss Williams who will be covering Miss Aminpour 
when she starts her maternity leave. We will share more information from them soon. 
 
In summary: 
This year we are going to need to dig deep to remain positive. We have been through this challenging time before, I hope that we 
make it through again. The possibility of the vaccine, appears to be the light at the end of the tunnel. Hang on in there, if you need a 
friendly voice, please do not hesitate to contact us via the school line. It is good to talk! 
 
I would like to thank you for your positive messages shared on social media, on the phone or via email. Staff are working flat out to 
provide the best for children every act of kindness lifts their spirits. You should see the warmth that is shared in our meetings every 
time each member of staff reads a good news message. Thank you for working with us…Together we can achieve so much more. 
 
It goes without saying that we are missing the children immensely. We look forward to school reopening to all and our TLAP family 
being united. In the interim, we must look after each other. Keep in touch and stay safe. Don’t forget to laugh and have spread some 
cheer. 
 
From next week, our school newsletter will be reissued as normal. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mrs T Bowen 
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