
History  
 

National Curriculum Statement Working Historically 
Key 

Historical 
Concepts 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 

Past and Present ELG  
Children at the expected level of development 
will:  
- Talk about the lives of the people around them 
and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in 
class; 
 - Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling; 

 – Ask simple questions 
 – Answer simple ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in response 
to stories and events 
 – To be curious about the world around them  
- To express their own thoughts and ideas  
 – Listen attentively to stories, anticipating key events 
 – To talk about past and present events in their own 
lives 
 – To know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others  

Events 
happened in 
the past and 
lives were 
different in 
the past.  

We are Family  
Family tree and own 
history  

Author Topic: Big and Small  Take One Picture: Jackson 
Pollock  
Cave painting  
Babies  

5,6,7,8!  
 
Josephine Baker and 
History of Dance  

Here Comes The Sun  

Reception 

This is ME!  
 
Personal History  

Author Topic: Over the Moon  
 
History of travel  

Take One Picture: 
Arcimboldo  

Eco Warrior  The World’s Greatest 
 
Inspiring people and their 
lives  

Year One 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases relating to 
the passing of time. They should know where 
the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify 
similarities and differences between ways of life 
in different periods. They should use a wide 
vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They 
should ask and answer questions, choosing and 
using parts of stories and other sources to show 
that they know and understand key features of 
events. They should understand some of the 
ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is 
represented. 

 – Ask and answer simple questions about the past  
 – To understand some of the ways which we find out 
about the past and identify ways in which it is 
represented  
 – To express their own ideas, opinions and feelings 
– Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms  
– To identify changes within living memory  
– To identify events beyond living memory, nationally 
or globally  
– To identify significant historical events, people and 
places in their locality  
– To identify significant people in the past who have 
contributed to national and international events – 
Choose and use parts of stories and other sources to 
show that they know and understand key features of 
events  
 – Use common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time 

Events 
happened in 
the past and 
before they 
were born  

Castles and Dragons  
-significant historical 
events, people and places 
in their own locality. 
(Windsor Castle, fire and 
Royal Family) 

Author Topic:    Fee, Fie, Foe, Fum Take One Picture: 
Renoir’s ‘Umbrellas’ 
 
 

Building Bridges 
-the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. 
 (IKB and Zaha Aheed)  
-significant historical events, 
people and places in their own 
locality.(Sounding Arch)   

London Calling!  
events beyond living memory 
that are significant nationally or 
globally (TFL and Windrush)  
 
 

Year Two 

Advances 

through 
history  
Vocabulary 
of time.  

Sailing the Seven Seas  

 

Author Topic:  

 

Lunar Landing 

-the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. 
Tim Peake and Neil Armstrong  
-significant historical events, 
people and places in their own 
locality.  

Take One Picture: Fighting 

Temeraire  
 
events beyond living memory 
that are significant nationally or 
globally  
East India Company  

 

Nursing Nightmares 

-changes within living memory 
to reveal aspects of change in 
national life 

Covid and NHS  
- -the lives of significant 

individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. 

Mary Seacole and Florence 
Nightingale  

Panda-Monium 

Year 
Three 

 
. Pupils should continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study. They should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
They should regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. They should construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information. 
They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources 

- Ask and answer relevant questions about the past  
- Use a range of sources (e.g.: primary and secondary 
sources, artefacts, photographs, data, adults talking 
about their own past, written sources etc) 
 - Communicate ideas, opinions and conclusions (e.g.: 
graphs, charts, writing, visual and oral presentations, 
debates, ideas, arguments, opinions and conclusion) 
 – Identify significant people and describe events within 
that period 
WH4b – Identify differences between ways of life at 
different times 
– To understand why people did things, what cause 
specific events and the consequences of those events 
(e.g.: how it has affected us today) 
- Use timelines to chronologically sequence events 
WH5b - To use appropriate key words to estimate, 
measure and describe the passage of time 
- Distinguish between ‘fact’ and ‘opinion’ (e.g.: looking 
at whether or not sources are bias, looking at primary 
and secondary sources) 

Timeline and 
Chronology  

Dinosaurs 
a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 
Mary Anning  

Author Topic:  
 

Vile Victorians  
a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 
Victorians 

Take One Picture: Cave 
Painting  
Changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age  

I have a Dream… 
 

Vive le France  

Year Four 

 Rise of the Robots  
 

Author Topic:  
 

Invasion 
the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and 
when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth 
study of Ancient Egypt 

Take One Picture: 
Hieroglyphics 
the Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
Boudicca 

Lights, Camera, Action  
  

Scandi-mania  
Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
 
the Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the 
Confessor 

Year Five 

 - Ask and answer relevant questions about the past 
 - Use a range of sources (e.g.: primary and secondary 
sources, artefacts, photographs, data, adults talking 
about their own past, written sources etc) 
 - Communicate ideas, opinions and conclusions (e.g.: 
graphs, charts, writing, visual and oral presentations, 
debates, ideas, arguments, opinions and conclusion) 
 – Select, record and organise historical information  
 - Identify significant people and describe events within 
and across periods 
 - Identify similarities and differences between ways of 
life at different times 
 - To explain why people did things, what caused 
specific events and the consequences of those events 
(e.g.: how it has affected us today) 
 - Use timelines to chronologically sequence events 
 - To use appropriate key words to estimate, measure 
and describe the passage of time 
- Distinguish between ‘fact’ and ‘opinion’ (e.g.: looking 
at whether or not sources are bias, looking at primary 
and secondary sources) 
- Identify the ways in which the past is represented and 
interpreted 
 - Plan the investigative approach to be used, suggesting 
how to find relevant information  
WH7b - Reflect on their findings and the investigative 
approach used 

 

 Rainforest 
 
 

Author Topic:  
  

The House of Wisdom  
a non-European society 
that provides contrasts 
with British history – early 
Islamic Civilization: 
including a study of 

Baghdad C AD900.  

Take One Picture:  One small step…  
a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 

Space Race  

Greeks  
Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world 

Year Six 

 In Hobbiton 
 
 
 

Author Topic:  
 

Dig for Victory  
a local history study 
commonwealth impact on 
WW2 
 
 

Take One Picture: 
a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 
Partition of India  

Darwin and Dickens  Out of Africa  
a non-European society 
that provides contrasts 
with British history –Benin 
(West Africa) c. AD 900-
1300. 



 


