
Geography  
 National Curriculum Statement 

Key Geographical 
Concepts 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 

People Culture and Communities ELG 
Children at the expected level of development will: -  

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;  

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in 
other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – 

when appropriate – maps. 
The Natural World ELG  
Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants; 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them 
and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been 
read in class; 

Noticing and 
identifying 
features of the 
environment  

We are Family  Author Topic: 
 
Farms and forests  

Big and Small  
 
Mapping fairy tales  

Take One Picture: 
Jackson Pollock  

5,6,7,8!  Here Comes The Sun  
 
Weather around the 
world  

Reception 

Walking to the 
library and 
noticing the 
features on the 
way 
Beginning 
mapping work  

This is ME!  
 
 

Author Topic: 
 
Animal habitats 
around the world  

Over the Moon  Take One Picture: 
Arcimboldo  
Kenya  
Where food comes 
from  

Eco Warrior  
 
The environment  

The World’s Greatest 

Year One 

Locational knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans 

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area 
in a contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

• use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment 

Understanding 
Home Nations and 
locational 
knowledge of 
Slough  

Castles and Dragons  
  
 

Author Topic:  
use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

Fee, Fie, Foe, Fum 
name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.  

 

Take One Picture: 
Renoir’s ‘Umbrellas’ 
identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the 
location of 
hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and 
South Poles 

Building Bridges 
 

London Calling!  
 

Year Two 

Key focus on 
locational 
knowledge – 
oceans, 
continents and 
counties  

Sailing the Seven Seas  
name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
use world maps, atlases and globes 
to identify the countries, continents 
and oceans studied.  

-use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and 
locational and 
directional language 
describe the location 
of features and routes on a map 

Author Topic:  
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

Lunar Landing  Take One Picture: 
Turner: ‘Fighting 
Temeraire’  

Nursing Nightmares 
 

Panda-Monium 
understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying 
the human and physical geography 
of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country 

Year 
Three 

Locational knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a region in North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

• use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

 Physical 
geography- the 
earth before 
humans 

Dinosaurs 
 

Author Topic:  
 human geography, including: types 

of settlement and land use,  
 

Vile Victorians  
 

Take One Picture: 
Cave Painting  
 

I have a Dream… 
understand geographical similarities 

and differences through the study 
of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom and 
a region within North America 
Georgia and Berkshire  

Vive le France  
understand geographical similarities 

and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of 
a region of the United Kingdom and 
a region in a European country.  
Southern Wales and Dordogne- 
Cheese  

Year Four 

Human 
geography- affect 
humans have on 
the world  
Further 

developing 
locational 
understanding  

Rise of the Robots  
describe and understand 
key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes.   
 

Author Topic:  
Climate and trade links  
human geography Trade 
links (chocolate) 

On the Nile  
(Key topographical features: rivers 
and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time 
the water-cycle) 

 

Take One Picture: 
Boudicca  
 

Food, Glorious Food – 
Edinburgh Scotland  
Study a region of the UK (not local)  
name and locate counties and cities 
of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical  
features  

Scandi-mania  
 

 

Year Five 

Human 
geography- affect 
humans have on 
the world 
 
Key focus on field 
study  

Rainforest 
describe and understand key 

aspects of: 
physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts and the water cycle  
 

Author Topic: 
 use fieldwork to observe, measure, 

record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

House of Wisdom  Take One Picture:  
Stratford upon Avon  
Study a region of the UK (not local)  
name and locate counties and cities 
of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical  
features 

One small step…  
 

Greeks  
 

Year Six 

The changing 
world, climate, 
pollution and 
global warming.  

In Middle Earth  
New Zealand and Oceania  
identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 

Author Topic:  
London/ urban  
locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

Together in WW2 

 

Take One Picture:  

 

Darwin and Conan 

Doyle  

use the 8 points of a compass, 4- 
and 6-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world  

 

Where do the Benin 

Bronzes Belong? 
 



 


