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Curriculum Policy 
 

 

Aim of the Trust:  

 

One community. Many ideas. Everyone’s future.  

  
We aim to provide an exceptional education for every child in the Trust through an ethos of 

collaboration and high aspirations through the principles of quality learning using curiosity, 

exploration and discovery.  

 
At The Langley Academy Primary, we believe that the curriculum is a powerful tool that promotes a 
love of learning and willingness to explore. The curriculum at TLAP is planned around what we would 
like our children to know, understand, do and be at the end of their time with us. The curriculum is 
not limited to the time children spend in lessons but the holistic learning and experiences that 
encompass their time at school.  
 
We offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based

 
and which:  

• promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the 
school and of society, and  

• prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life.   

We use the National Curriculum as a starting point to base our curriculum on to provide our pupils 
with a wide and varied learning experience. Our curriculum is enriched by our strong ethos based on 
museum learning, to promote ‘Curiosity, Exploration and Discovery’. We ensure the children have a 
range of learning experiences that challenge, stimulate and promote thinking and learning. As we are 
committed to developing the whole child, our pupils will have the opportunity to be creative, become 
culturally aware, be physically active and to be academically challenged. 
 
Aims 
We aim to encourage everyone’s individuality, and support all children to become curious, 
independent learners. We provide a broad and balanced curriculum that enables each child to develop 
personally, socially, emotionally, physically, creatively, culturally and intellectually to their full 
potential. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said; and helps engender an 
appreciation of human creativity and achievement.  
 
Guiding Principles 

• To enable all pupils to understand the skills and attributes needed to be a successful learner 

• To promote high standards across the curriculum and particularly in reading, writing and 
maths 

• To enable children to develop a knowledge of themselves 

• To enable pupils to develop their own interests 

• To enable children to acquire knowledge and skills as a result of their own enquiries during 
independent learning and those planned and supported by the school.  

• Provides opportunities to develop children’s lines of interest through curiosity, exploration 
and discovery 



• To use museum learning to develop enquiry skills, empathy and widen their understanding of 
the world around them.  

• To build the cultural capital of each child so they understand the wold beyond their own 
culture and beliefs.  

• To ensure a diverse curriculum that reflects the community our children are part of and give 
children opportunities to learn about inspirational people and see themselves represented in 
the curriculum  

• To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to school and 
acquire the skills necessary to become independent, life-long learners 

• To encourage children to plan for their future, enabling them to become the best they can be 

• To enable children to develop their understanding of themselves as positive members of the 
community and to feel that they can make a difference 

• To enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able to live 
and work cooperatively with others 

• To promote physical and mental development and an awareness of the importance of a 
healthy lifestyle 

• To enable pupils to develop their understanding of their responsibilities to consider the 
environment and adopt environmentally friendly and sustainable habits 

• To enable pupils to develop a moral purpose through carefully taught values, with a particular 
focus on British Values. 

• To develop the personal and social skills of each child 
 
The curriculum is planned effectively, providing continuity and progression. It promotes an enjoyment 
of learning and a commitment to learning and achieving. Through the provision of rich and varied 
activities, we aim to: 

• encourage the best possible progress and the highest attainment for all pupils 

• enable pupils to make connections across different areas of learning and subjects 

• enable children to recall previous learning and reflect on this learning in new contexts 

• enable children to build and develop subject specific skills and attributes  

• help pupils to think creatively and solve problems 

• develop pupils’ capacity to learn and work independently and collaboratively 

• enable pupils to respond positively to opportunities, challenge and responsibility 

• enable pupils to acquire and develop a broad range of knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
 
Curriculum Content: 
Each year group will produce an overview of the curriculum that will be taught, this will be published 
on the website and shared with families. 
 
As we grow, year on year, we will ensure we adopt schemes that support Curiosity, Exploration and 
Discovery.  

 
Our English and Maths curriculum will follow: 

• ‘Talk for Writing’ approach to develop writing  

• ‘Read, Write, Inc’ scheme to develop phonics, supported by Oxford Reading Tree reading 
scheme to develop the breadth of reading materials for early readers.  

• ‘White Rose’ Maths is used to develop ‘Maths Mastery’, supported with Numicon resources 
particularly in Early Years. 

 
A love of reading is developed throughout the curriculum and exposes children to high quality texts 
(both fiction and non-fiction) 
  
 
 



Discovery Days  
Each year we will deliver a series of Discovery Days planned around the needs and interests of the 
children and to commemorate key events and dates. These days are whole school off timetable 
themed days. They cover all aspects of the curriculum and give children the opportunity to work cross 
year group and phase and to share their learning with the whole school.  
 
Annual Discovery Days 

• October- 100 Objects Day (Museum Learning Day focussed on 100 different objects)  

• January – Diversity Day (focus on different protected characteristics each year)  

• March- World Book Day (Theme based on a different book each year)  
 
Other Discovery Days planned each year 
 
 
 
British Values 
Our broad and balanced curriculum will help encourage children to develop their understanding of the 
fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of 
those with different faiths and beliefs. British values are promoted in our school through our work on SMSC.  
(Please refer to the British Values statement). 
 
Planning 
We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan for each Key Stage. This indicates 
what topics are to be taught in each unit. 
 
Medium-term plans cover the broad objectives, the expected outcome standards and the links 
between subjects over a unit. We base our medium-term planning on the requirements of the 
National Curriculum.  
 
Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly basis, it details all the work to be 
covered, including learning objectives and differentiation. These plans are reviewed daily to ensure 
teachers are continuing to meet the needs of the pupils. 
 
We adopt a topic approach to curriculum planning across the school based on quality texts. The 
curriculum is planned carefully to ensure there is coherence, progression and full coverage of all 
aspects of the Early Learning Goals and National Curriculum.  
 
In line with guidance detailed in Keeping Children Safe in Education 2021, our curriculum also 

teaches children in an age appropriate way how to be safe in a variety of situations, including those 

listed in Annex A as well as rail, road, water, fire safety.  

 
Teaching: 
Teachers are free to explore a range of pedagogical approaches that deepen pupil’s learning 
experiences. We believe that strategies that build on children’s interests, contextualise learning and 
provide first-hand experiences are most powerful. One key element of the teaching pedagogy at The 
Langley Academy Primary is Museum Learning. Museum Learning is based on the principle that the 
brain learns through emotion and experience. In lessons, teachers use this principle to bring learning 
to life. For example, when learning ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’, the children meet real goats, ask 
questions to the goat handler, try milking a goat and taste goat’s milk. This planning means the 
learning is more memorable and meaningful. 
 
Non-Partisan Views: 
Teachers are able to respond professionally, in an unbiased manner to sensitive issues, particularly 
those of a political nature. Where such discussions arise, staff:  



• encourage pupils to respect specified fundamental British values 

• do not promote extremist views, or partisan political views, through their curriculum 
and/or teaching 

• offer pupils a balanced presentation of views when political issues are brought to their 
attention.  

This approach is in line with the Government’s Prevent strategy and the Education Act 1996 (section 
406). 
 
Staff are aware of the need to remain neutral when presenting facts and do not promote any 
particular viewpoints. Pupils will not be actively encouraged by teachers or others to support 
particular political viewpoints. (Any breaches of this will be treated according to staff code of 
conduct, and performance management criteria.) 
 
Visiting Speakers 
Visiting speakers are welcome to enrich a curriculum area. Particular care will be taken to vet the 
speaker and check that the views they hold are consistent with school aims and values whilst 
reviewing the benefits to the learning experience and promotion of British Values. The content and 
style of delivery must also be agreed beforehand.  
 
Rigorous procedures are to be followed when approving extra-curricular activities and when 
distributing material through the school, to ensure values are upheld. Any material that is to be 
given to the children must be approved by the Headteacher or a member of SLT.  
 
The Foundation Stage 
The curriculum that we teach in the Early Years meets the requirements set out in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. Our curriculum planning focuses on the Early Learning Goals and on developing 
children’s skills and experiences. 
 
We fully support the principle that young children learn through play, and by engaging in well-planned 
structured activities. Teaching in the Early Years builds on the experiences of the children in their pre-
school learning.  
 
During the Foundation Stage, the teacher makes frequent observations to record the children’s 
progress. These assessments form an important part of the future curriculum planning for each child 
and are shared with staff, parents and carers and the Local Governing Body. 
 
Key Stage One and Two  
Children continue to develop their skills and experiences in Key Stage One and Two. Using the National 
Curriculum teachers plan cross-curricular topics that engage and excite children’s learning. Teachers 
continue to observe children in their learning and play and develop well-planned activities to support 
their play and learning.  Teachers also ensure that directed and independent learning is planned and 
designed to support and challenge all children.  
In Key Stage Two children undertake Freeflow Projects connected to the theme of each term. The 
group projects are supported by adults and lead to a final piece of work or display which they share 
with their peers and parents. As the children move through the school their projects become more 
child-led.  
 
Parental Links 
We are well aware that all children need the support of families and teachers to make good progress 
in school. We strive to build positive links with the families of each child by having a carefully planned 
induction process including home visits. This relationship is nurtured throughout their time at The 
Langley Academy Primary. 
 
 
 



Children with Special Needs, including Able, Gifted and Talented 
The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend 
the school, as stated in our SEND policy. We always provide additional resources and support for 
children with special needs. 
 
If a child has a special need, our school does all it can to meet these individual needs. We comply with 
the requirements set out in the SEND Code of Practice in providing for children with special needs. If 
staff or family members raise a concern about a child, their teacher will make an assessment under 
advice from the SENDCo. In most instances the teacher is able to provide resources and educational 
opportunities which meet the child’s needs within the normal class organisation. If a child’s need is 
more severe, we involve the appropriate external agencies to assist us in making an assessment. We 
provide additional resources and support for children with special needs. 
 
If a child is working at above age-related expectation, they will be given open-ended questions and 
tasks and encouraged to follow lines of thought independently, to develop ‘mastery’ in a given 
curriculum area. 
 
Children for whom English is not their first language 
At the Langley Academy Primary, Teachers adopt a multi-sensory approach to teaching and use this 
to support the rapid acquisition of English language skills so children are included within all learning 
activities. Where appropriate bi-lingual staff are deployed to support children in developing their 
understanding of English and to assess their understanding.   
 
Monitoring  

• The Headteacher monitors the curriculum through planning, classroom observation, liaising 
with SLT ensuring coverage is appropriate and that there is relevant challenge support and 
intervention 

• The relevant member of SLT is responsible for monitoring short term and medium term plans. 
Liaising with the class teachers over the content and delivery of the units of work.  

• The Deputy Headteacher with responsibility for curriculum also evaluates and monitors 
standards within the school, ensuring that the curriculum has progression and appropriate 
coverage. 

• Class teachers ensure that the curriculum is taught and that the aims are achieved for their 
class. They plan collaboratively to ensure parity across the year group. 

• The Local Governing Body monitor the success of the curriculum through Impact Visits and 
the Headteacher’s report presented in LGB meetings. 

 
Review  
We are continually reviewing and improving the curriculum we offer to our children. The curriculum 
at The Langley Academy Primary is evolving according to the needs of our children and to the 
aspirations of the staff and community. 
 
The Governing Body will review this policy statement annually and update, modify or amend it as it 
considers necessary to ensure the policy meets the needs of The Langley Academy Primary.   
 
 
 
 


