
2021/22 Newsletter– Edition 14– 17th December 2021  

Dear families,  

Can you believe we are at the end of the first term? It seems like yesterday when the school year 
began. This is because, the children at TLAP are so amazing and make the absolute best of all of 
each opportunity our magnificent staff provide. Over the term, the children have developed both 
academically and socially. They can talk with confidence about what they have learned, they 
have relished the additional curriculum enrichments and it has been fabulous watching TLAP 
return to normal. This term, we have been able to bring learning to life using Museum Learning. 
As we have walked visitors around our school, many were amazed at the richness of the school’s 
environment. They commented on the amazing displays and use of artefacts to support a topic. 
They were overwhelmed by the school’s family feel. 

Pupil Voice 

As you know, everything we aim to do is to support the development of the children. We seek to 
embrace “Be the best you can be!” in all we do. Therefore, we have really encouraged children 
to share their ideas, we want to make sure that pupils feel listened to. This term I have received 
many letters from the children, some of my most memorable have been the request for better 
sharing of home learning, class parties, cookery and ideas for the curriculum. It is really pleasing 
to know that children are confident to ask for what they need, it is a really important life-skill.  In 
addition to the many letters pupils have submitted, we also formed many pupil committees.  
Pupils will be meeting with relevant staff members to improve specific aspects of the school. 

Supporting Charity: 

We received a lovely email from Give and Share  
thanking us for our unexpected donations that we sent 
after our Children In Need collection. We have made a 
real difference to the lives of many less fortunate than 
ourselves. Well done all!  

 

Choir: 

The choir has been working really hard this term to practise their Christmas songs for their first 
public performances. They performed for a local care home over Zoom and sent them Christmas 
cards. They then sang at the end of a charity football match at Slough Town Football Club. They 
did an amazing job, represented the school brilliantly and spread a lot of Christmas cheer.  

 

We sadly are saying goodbye to Mr Hill and Miss Gulzar. We are also saying goodbye to our Chef 
Mercy. We wish them all the best.  

We would like to welcome Mrs Partridge to Year 5 and Mrs Briggs to Year 2.  

Our school is a fantastic place, a real family one where we value each other. In all we do, we 
demonstrate the Trust’s aim of “One community. Many ideas. Everyone’s future”.  

I know we are preparing for another uncertain Christmas season, I hope that each of you have a 
safe and restful break. We look forward to seeing you in January. Have a fantastic Christmas; 
here’s to a healthy, prosperous 2022 that is full of many great things. 

 



Nursery  

Children in Nursery have had an amazing first term, and we can’t 

believe how quickly it has gone. The children have settled       

tremendously well and have formed some solid friendships. They 

now understand the expectations of Nursery and have all grown 

in confidence and independence. We have enjoyed listening to all 

our stories and have learnt some wonderful new vocab. We  

started off with our text ‘We are Family’ and it was amazing to 

hear the children discuss who is in their family and what they 

mean to them. Next, was ‘All are Welcome’ where the children 

quickly understood that it doesn’t matter who you are, what  

colour your skin is, or what you like, we can all do the same 

things and be whatever we want to be. Some children were also 

able to tell the adults what the word ‘diversity’ means! 

Autumn 2 came with the books ‘Free-Range Freddy’ and ‘The 

Squirrels who Squabbled’. The children thoroughly enjoyed     

Free-Range Freddy and thought it was great how he was different 

and in the end all the other chickens started being more like him. 

This led to discussions about how it is good to like different things 

to our friends, as if we were all the same or liked all the same 

things, it would be boring! The children made their own chickens 

using feathers and built their own nests and one big nest outside 

using sticks and leaves. 

In PHSE we have been learning how we need to be kind friends 

and help each other. We discussed how some people need extra 

help with certain things and if we help them, we can teach them 

how to do it. We have also discussed our ‘emotions’. We learnt 

how it is ok to feel angry, as we all feel angry sometimes.       

However, we need to understand that it is ‘how’ we deal with 

that anger. We came up with spending time on our own to calm 

down, instead of hurting someone, or to talk to an adult about 

how you are feeling. 

During free flow the children have participated in many activities 

and it was been great to watch the children, who normally don’t 

like getting messy, enjoying the messy activities too! The staff 

have enjoyed extending the children’s learning with their        

interests. These have included making their own fruit salad using 

knives and learning how to cut safely, cooking, building dens, 

dressing up and doing a fashion show around the school, making 

a shop and writing price tickets, making playdough and then 

writing instructions so their friends know how to make it. 

All the staff hope you have a fantastic Christmas break, enjoy 

your time with your families and stay safe.  



 

 

Reception  

This term has been a really busy one for Reception! The children 

have settled in very well, learning so many new things they didn’t 

know before. The children have learnt their sounds to help them 

read and spell words independently which has been one of their 

biggest achievements. We are all very proud of them! Keep up 

the hard work at home as well as home!  

In Talk for Writing, the children have become familiar with    

reading story maps for Key Texts including ‘The Name Jar and The 

Lion Inside’. They have been amazing at using signs to help them     

remember and read the story without a book! The children have 

also been able to extend their vocabulary associated with these 

texts and are applying their knowledge of new vocabulary to 

their everyday play and learning.  

In Maths, the children have learnt how to use Numicon to       

recognise numbers more easily as they are colour coded. Some of 

the children are now able to use two Numicons to add and    

compare numbers and are able to write number sentences to 

reflect their understanding of addition. We also looked at one 

more or less than a given number and used nursery rhymes to 

help us illustrate numbers increasing and decreasing in amounts.        

Recently we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes in our 

school environments. The children have also been learning about 

positional language using objects and toys available to them.     

In Topic the children have been learning all about themselves and 

their identities as well as learning about others and different  

cultures in our community. Reception learnt all about different 

animals, their special features, which habitats they live in and 

which diets they follow – herbivorous or carnivorous.  

This week Reception have been learning about daily routines we 

all follow in the morning and night. We also tried to give our 

teachers instructions to make a sandwich, we had to be very 

clear when saying our instructions because when we said “Spread 

the butter.”, we didn’t say where and it ended up on their hands! 

In Talk for Writing we read all about the Jolly Christmas Postman 

and looked at different ways we can write to communicate      

including postcards, letters and leaflets. The children enjoyed 

getting into the festive spirit, dancing and singing along to   

Christmas music at our party!  

Merry Christmas from Reception!  

 



Year 1 

Year 1 have had a fun filled and busy Autumn term! We have worked 
hard and have been super busy with learning, as well as rehearsing for 
our Christmas production! Our focus this term has been animals,     
specifically Arctic animals, linked to ‘The Rainbow Bear’ by Michael 
Morpurgo.   
 
In Talk for Writing, we have explored two books by Michael Morpurgo; 
The Rainbow Bear and Little Albatross. We have been focussing on 
writing letters and how to start and end a letter. We used these skills to 
write letters to our teachers, to invite them to taste the rainbow cake 
we made! We also learned about the difference between fiction and 
non-fiction books, looked at some non-fiction books about Arctic     
animals and learned lots of different facts about them!  
 
In Maths, we have been learning about the ‘greater than’ and ‘less 
than’ symbol, as well as place value, and 2D and 3D shapes. We have 
been using part whole models to help us develop our understanding of 
place value within 20. We made our own Lego cities and                    
practised representing our numbers within 20.   
 
In Science, we have been exploring the different classifications of    
animals. We have been drawing the different animals (fish,                
reptiles, mammals and amphibians) and comparing their different  
characteristics to see what is the same and what is different. We have 
been bird watching, listening and looking out for the different types of 
birds and tallying down how many we saw.   
 
We also had a special visit from Professor Danielle Schreve from Royal 
Holloway University to show us some real animal skulls and bones 
which amazing! She explained that different animals have different 
teeth depending on what they eat. She set us a challenge to look at all 
of the different skulls and teeth and try to match them to the correct 
habitat. This was quite challenging but with a bit of team work, we  
managed it!  
 
In Geography; we have been pretending to be birds, trying to  imagine 
what different places look like from above. We looked at an aerial view 
of Langley and Slough on iPads and made our own 3D aerial view of 
TLAP out of Lego. We also looked at the different symbols used on maps 
and the meanings of them. We then created our own aerial maps of our 
classrooms and a key to match.    
 
In ICT, we have been learning how to copying and paste images from 
the internet and save images onto a document. We also have been  
exploring sound effects and Audiobooks, thinking about how sound 
effects can make listening to a story more exciting. We designed our 
own sound effects and added them to The Rainbow Bear story using 
the iPads. It was fun seeing what a difference sound effects can make to 
a story!   



Year 2 

This first term has gone really quickly and the children have 

worked so hard in every area.  

They started the year Sailing the Seven Seas, exploring the      

continents and oceans of the world and we are sure that every 

family can sing the Continent Song! They also explored reading 

maps and the main four compass directions. The key text for  

English was The Pirates Next Door by Johnny Duddle and the  

children explored writing letters of complaint about unpleasant 

neighbours, inspired by the text map to the Mayor about the 

problems with having a pirate family living next door.  

In Maths, they started with looking at place value and the ability 

to exchange ten ones for one ten. This helped when they then 

started learning about addition and subtraction and having to 

exchange tens and ones as the questions got trickier. In DT, the 

children built on their knowledge of materials covered in Science 

to help them design and build a boat that floated.  

In the second half term, our topic focussed on Michael Morpurgo 

and especially his books Dolphin Boy and The Giant’s Necklace. In 

Geography the children studied seaside towns and compared 

different settlements. Their favourite lesson was using the I-pads 

to look at Weymouth in Dorset. They were able to zoom in and 

really see the details of how the land is used, the roads, beach, 

shops and houses. This all linked to the English focus on a fishing 

village in Dolphin Boy where the children learnt the story of a 

poor village that rescued a dolphin, who in turn, rescued the  

village. The children changed their story map, using the 

knowledge of different animal habitats that they had learnt about 

in Science, to create their own stories. They also invented their 

own animals in science after learning about how different       

animals have adapted over time to fit their environments. 

In Maths, the children explored British currency and how the 

same amount can be made in a variety of ways. They have also 

started to tell the time and have had an introduction to grouping 

in equal and unequal groups.  

The term has ended with the children working incredibly hard on 

the Year 2 Christmas show, learning their lines, songs and dance 

routines.  

All the Year 2 staff would like to wish all our families a restful 

break and we look forward to continuing our learning journey 

together in the new year. 

 



Year 3  

It’s been a wonderful, jam-packed term! The children have been 

very busy and have worked extremely hard. They should be very 

proud of themselves. The main focus for Autumn 2 was all about 

refugees, with a special focus on the book The Boy at the Back of 

the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf. 

In English, the children focused on persuasive letter writing 

where they needed to write a letter to the Queen to persuade 

her to help the refugee children. The children came up with very 

impressive points as to why the Queen should help! For the last 

few weeks of term, the children then looked at writing Refugee 

Poetry. They first explored poetry written by people who lived in 

the Calais Jungle. Then they used their senses, rhyming couplets, 

alliteration and similes to bring their own poetry to life.  

In Maths, the children have been focusing on multiplication and 

division. Specifically, the 3, 4- and 8-times tables. They have been 

understanding how we can represent multiplications pictorially 

using arrays and relating them to fact families, for example     

double 2 is multiplying by 4. They have all made great progress 

with their understanding of multiplication and division.  

In Science, the children looked at humans and animals. The     

children explored what both animals and humans need in order 

to survive, they then created a habitat that encompassed all of 

the requirements. The children focused on comparing diets and 

identified what was needed for a healthy and balanced diet. The 

children reviewed food labels and compared nutritional values 

found in foods. They also looked at animal keepers and their role 

as scientists. The children particularly enjoyed watching a live 

stream of various animals in the zoo.  

In DT, the children explored Syrian food. They planned, prepared 

and made their own salad that was inspired by pomegranates 

found in our story The Boy at the Back of the Class.  

In Geography, the children have been looking at human and 

physical Geography. The explored different types of settlements 

and they compared Slough to the Calais Jungle. The children also 

explained why they thought that refugees would choose to settle 

in the Calais Jungle. 



Year 4  

The holidays are finally here! First of all, the Year 4 team would like 

to thank all the children and their families for their tremendous 

work and support this term. The children started Year 4 with the 

theme of Robots. They designed their own Robots in Computing, 

using Scratch and made a part of the Robot move or change colour. 

They also looked at Japan and explored their culture. They had the 

opportunity to taste Japanese food. The children also studied the 

printing artist, Hokusai. 

In their writing lessons, the children have explored many different 

genres. They have made a non-chronological report on Robots, an 

adventure story, a Haiku poem and a leaflet on a foodbank. We 

have been very impressed with the progress of the children. 

They covered a range of subjects in Maths, including number skills 

like addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. They also 

explored the perimeter of shapes. In English, the children have 

composed poems, adventure stories and two non-fiction pieces in a 

non-chronological report and a leaflet.  

The children have discovered how the digestive system works, by 

carrying out all types of different experiments. The best being the 

simulation of the intestines, but not forgetting the teeth              

investigation on eggs- where one the eggs exploded after being in 

vinegar for a week! 

In DT, the children explored the differences and similarities        

between food packaging. They then designed their own, thinking 

about sustainable materials. They used 2D Nets to create          

three-dimensional packaging. Once completed, they evaluated 

their product. 

Also, this term, the children have enjoyed many discovery days. 

They met a top athlete, Frederick Afrifa, and completed some    

activities with him. They also enjoyed the Superhero theme of   

Children in Need where the school raised over £1300. Thank you all 

for your generous donations.   

Next year we are looking forward to the Ancient Egyptians! It 

would be great if the children could explore the topic to help     

support their learning in school. Also, it is important that the      

children continue to read and practise their timestables throughout 

the holiday season. 

 We wish all a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 



Year 5  

This term has been a really long term with lots of interesting  
topics and amazing work produced. We started back in            
September full of energy meeting our new class teachers (and 
students) face to face for the first time. We have covered lots of 
exciting topics from the rainforests including an amazing trip out 
to The Living Rainforest where we were able to see some of the 
amazing adaptations that plants and animals have made to be 
able to survive in this environment.  

We have explored forces in Science had fun making our own  
levers to launch snowballs and also got to explore how the gears 
on a bike make it easier to cycle up hill and to go fast on a level 
surface. We have also explored compass work, writing our own 
directions to get round the school playground and completing 
fieldwork on the form of a traffic survey and analysed the data 
the we produced. 

 

Our Maths has seen us working through place value, special  
numbers such as square numbers and prime numbers. We have 
been working recently on area and perimeter and moving       
forward we will be working on division and multiplication so you 
might want to look back on the school YouTube channel and look 
at what last year’s Year 5 did during remote learning so that you 
are ready to learn when you come back! 

 

In English we have produced some amazing pieces of writing 
from adventure stories to poems based on stories such as the 
Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling and Running Wild by Michael 
Morpurgo. We have also used Malorie Blackman’s book Hacker, 
we even had one of our lessons hacked! We never did work out 
who the hacker was either. 

 

We are also sadly saying goodbye to Mr Hill and Miss Gulzar who 
are moving on to new schools in the New Year and we look     
forward to welcoming Miss Partridge in Hawking and Ms Butt in 
Lovelace as the new class teachers in the New Year. 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and a restful New Year. 



Year 6 – Reflections on time gone by 

 

The Autumn term is over, It’s time we had a break, 

But let’s reflect on all our work, Our English, maths and makes.  

We started in September, As we toured around the world, 

Examining the continents, On maps that we unfurled. 

 

We even went to Middle Earth, The Hobbit was our book, 

We wrote of Smaug the dragon, And the treasures that he took. 

Along the way, we did some maths, With numbers, big and small, 

Decimals and fractions too, To challenge one and all. 

 

But Year 6 battled onward, Met all the tasks head on, 

They studied Mother Nature, And how classifyin’s done. 

This term we started swimming, They thought they’d splash 
around, 

But confidence is growing, ‘I can swim,’ is what they found. 

 

Our descriptive writing practiced, It was time to change our style, 

We all became persuasive, And argued for a while. 

Our author, Malorie Blackman, The Pig Heart Boy, we read, 

Xenotransplantation, Was the word stuck in our head! 

 

We’ve really been quite busy, As we think about next year, 

We popped across to TLA, To alleviate some fear. 

We’ve studied towns and cities,  And how to find your way,  

We’ve even built a village, That’s pretty cool, I’d say. 

 

So now the term is over,  Let’s reflect on what we’ve done, 

But also take some time to rest, As there’s three terms, not just 
one! 

To all our friends and families, From the children and the staff, 

We wish you all a restful time, And we hope you have a laugh!  

 

Happy Holidays 



Draft dates for events: 

5th January 2022– INSET  

6th January 2022– Children return 

7th January 2022- EYFS Virtual Open Day 10:00 

10th January 2022- Hawking Birthday Celebration 

12th January 2022- Virtual Family Presentation: Theme TBC 

13th January 2022- EYFS Virtual Open Day 13:30 

17th January 2022- Discovery Day – Diversity 

24th January 2022- Diversity Family Group @ 12:00  

31st January 2022- Children’s Mental Health Week 

3rd February 2022-  Fund-raising disco (TBC) 

10th February 2022- Fund-raising disco (TBC) 

11th February 2022- National E-Safety Day  

16th February 2022-  Virtual Family Presentation 

17th February 2022- Homework in 

18th February 2022-  Stay and Play (TBC) 

 



Term Dates 2021 – 2022 

 Term Starts 

 

Term Ends 

Autumn 1 Wednesday 1 September 2021  Friday 22 October 2021  

School Closed Monday 25 October 2021—Friday 29 October 2021  

Autumn 2 Monday 1 November 2021  Friday 17 December 2021  

School Closed Monday 20 December 2021—Monday 3 January 2022  

Spring 1 Thursday 6th January 2022  Friday 18 February 2022  

School Closed Monday 21 February 2022—Friday 25 February 2022  

Spring 2 Monday 28 February 2022  Friday 8 April 2022  

School Closed Monday 11 April 2022—Friday 22 April 2022  

Summer 1 Monday 25 April 2022  Friday 27 May 2022  

School Closed Monday 30 May 2022—Friday 3 June 2022  

Summer 2 Monday 6 June 2022  Thursday 21 July 2022  

INSET DAYS  

Wednesday 1 September 2021  

Thursday 2 September 2021  

Friday 3 September 2021  

Friday 1 October 2021  

Tuesday 4 January 2022  

Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Monday 25 April 2022  

Bank Holidays (school closed)  

Friday 15 April 2021 Good Friday  

Monday 18 April 2021 Easter Monday  

Monday 2nd May–Early May Bank holiday  

Thursday 2nd June– Spring Bank Holiday  

Friday 3rd June– Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Monday 29 August 2020 August Bank Holiday  


