
2022/23 Newsletter – Edition 2 – 16th September 2022 

Dear families,  

Our second week back at term has been one full of mixed emotions. We are incredibly proud of 
our Nursery children, they have settled in so well and there are no more tears. Across the school, 
children are settling into the expectations of a new school year. Trips have returned and it has 
been lovely to listen to the children talk about their experiences and learning. We are looking    
forward to a positive year with lots to celebrate.  

Bereavement  

We are all deeply saddened and shocked by the unexpected loss of Eekshitha. Children and staff 
have received additional support and we encourage children to speak to staff, ELSAs or Place2Be. 
We have a book of condolences, should you wish to write a message of support to pay your       
respects, this book will be available at Green Drive, in the mornings and afternoons. If you prefer to 
email a message, we will be able to paste this into the book.  

Family Forum 

As part of our legal duties, children receive Relationship Health Education and PSHE lessons. These 
lessons cover mental health, online safety, healthy relationships and different types of family. 
(Including know that some children have same sex parents). To help you understand our school 
approach you are invited to attend an information session at 2pm on Wednesday 21st September. 
Please email donna.puddifoot@langleyacademyprimary.org to register your attendance,  

School will be closed on Monday 19th September as we pay our respects and observe the national 
day of mourning for our queen. School will resume on Tuesday 20th September.  

Nursery- Nursery children have had a fantastic start to their first year. After 
a few unsettled days, the staff are amazed as to how happy and excited the 
children now are to come in and learn. They have been  talking about the 
expectations in Nursery, about using kind hands, having manners and  using 
our words. The children have carpet spaces and are able to sit on the     
carpet and enjoy stories and tell our friends what we have been doing in 
Nursery that day. The children have enjoyed a variety of activities during 
free flow and they have made castles using the wooden blocks, houses out 
of bricks, learning to balance on the crates and jumping off at the end. The 
children are starting to find friends and learn each other’s names. The   
children are settling so that well that we even went for a walk around the 
school building. We are looking forward to watching the children grow 
more in confidence and independence. Can we please ask that over the      
weekend you name everything your child brings into Nursery. We cannot 
rehome jumpers, bags, water bottles etc if they have no name on them.  

Reception- This week has been Reception’s first full week in School! We 
have enjoyed getting to know all the areas available to us to play! We have 
been making cakes in the mud kitchen, ice creams in the sand pit, floating 
boats in the water area and how to climb on the climbing frame. We have 
been starting our phonics lessons and have been practicing writing our 
names and talking about our identity, and what makes us unique! 



Year One and Two  

This week Year 1 have enjoyed making their own castle paintings 

and stamps to commemorate the Queen. They have also been 

very busy working on their collaborative art project to celebrate 

the Queen’s life. In Science, the children have been getting     

hands-on to make skeletons using materials from our outside area.  

This week, Year 2 had a special visit from a pirate. Pirate Polly  
invited us to train to become real pirates. We started by learning 
the different parts of a pirate ship and making sure our ship was 
clean and ready to sail the seven seas, we packed our pirate bags 
and set off on our adventure. We visited mermaid lagoon and 
crossed a terrifying crocodile swamp to find Long-Gone Silver’s 
treasure. We had to pretend to be statues in order to sneak into 
the cave and steal the treasure and chocolate cake! Finally, we 
used our magic treasure to make a wish.  

Year Three and Four  

Dinosaur attack! This week in Year 3, dinosaurs ravaged our  
classroom after hours and left us to clean up the mess. This     
reminded our teachers of a text – Stone Girl, Bone Girl – which 
we began reading. In Maths, we’ve been practicing place value 
using written and physical resources. 

Year 4 started the week with the children learning about Queen   

Elizabeth II. Within their learning, the children wrote poems 

about her life, and produced portraits of the Queen. In Maths, 

the children started work on place value and have already made 

excellent progress. In English, they have started work based 

around the class text ‘The Iron Man’. The children are showing 

great enthusiasm this term. They have made a fantastic start. 

Year Five and Six 

Another great week in year 5! This week the children were       
introduced to their new term topic ‘Rainforest’. As a stimulus for 
the rainforest, the children enjoyed exploring a scene of The    
Jungle book and wrote down their predications based on a clip 
from the 2016 film. On Thursday, the children went on a trip to 
the living rainforest in Newbury where they saw a range of       
vegetation, animals and experienced what it was like to be in a 
habitat which is different to their own. There were multiple     
comments from the centre staff about how polite, kind and      
interested the children were. Additionally, the children wowed the 
staff with their knowledge and high level of questioning. 
 
What a busy couple of weeks that Year 6 have had! New routines, 
new topics, plus revisiting some of their Year 5 learning. Our 
weekly swimming lessons have started with the children bravely 
entering the water and learning new skills. We have started    
reading our new class text, The Hobbit, and enjoying the reading 
about Bilbo Baggins as he leaves the Shire on his adventures into 
Middle Earth.  



Key Information  

Parking- Please can we remind you to park considerately around the local area, please avoid 

blocking driveways. Additionally, we have received a number of complaints about families 

parking on the pavement , particularly near zebra crossings. The safety of our children is our 

concern and collectively we can make a difference. We thank you for your support  

Cycle and Scoters-If children ride a bicycle or scooter onto the school site, the MUST wear a 

helmet. This is to protect the children from accidents. Any children without a helmet will be 

asked to dismount.  

School drop-off time- In the mornings, Green Drive gate opens at 8:25am. Children need to in 

class and seated for 8:40am.  

Year group gates close at 8:40 and children who arrive at 8:45am are LATE, this is recorded in 

our late book and on the registers. Please help children to have the best start to the day by 

bringing them to school on time. There are learning activities in class from 8:25.  

Dates for your diary  

20th September– Year 1 Reptile Visit  

21st September– Family Forum– Relationship Education and TLAP Strategies 2pm 

26th September– Year 1 Trip– Windsor Castle  

30th September– Macmillan  Coffee Morning  9am. Join us for Tea, cake and get to know you 

whilst supporting a charity.   

30th September– Gandhi Class Discovery Day 

3rd October– Inset– School Closed  

4th October– Discovery Day– Museum Learning  

4th October– 7th October– Book Fair afterschool. Schedule below  

 

 

 

 

 

 

11th October– Prospective Nursery/Reception Open Day  

13th October– Year 3 Natural History Museum  

17th October– Jemison Class Discovery Day  

20th October– Harris Class Discovery Day  

21st October– School Closes at 3:30pm. Half Term  

24th October– Bandi Chhor/Diwali  

24th– 29th October– Half Term  

                          Please note all dates are published on our school website.  

Nursery & Reception  4th October, 3:10pm  

Year 1 & 2  5th October, 3:10pm  

Year 3 & 4  6th October, 3:20pm  

Year 5 & 6  7th October @ 3:30pm. Please      

collect you child before attending .  



Big Star, Little Star 16th September 2022 

 Big Star  Little Star 

Tabei  Aaryan  Elijah  

Earhart  Lena  Noor  

Hendrickson  Emily  Sriti 

Downing  River  John  

Hopper  Hammad Kylo 

Bhise Rhythm  Aaron  

Nabongo Srinithi  Skylar  

Cousteau Zoya  Cristian  

Biswas Hanaa Hashim  

Gandhi  Ali Rohan  

Mandela  Harry  Zoe  

Billinghurst  Ishan  Kiara  

Maathi Anaaya Rayyan  

Attenborough  Abhimanyu  JR 

Carver Pariza  Eloise 

Jemison  Samy  Amber  

Lovelace Jibril  Naomi  

Hawking Andri  Anishka 

Bowie Leah  Jeevan  

Harris Niharika Hayah 

Yousafzai  Kia  Sarah  

   



Term Dates 2022 – 2023 

INSET DAYS  

Thursday 1st September 2022 

Friday 2nd September 2022 

Monday 3rd October 2022 

Friday 2nd December 2022 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 17th April 2023 

 

Bank Holidays (school closed)  

Monday 1sy May 2023– May Day  

 

 Term Starts 

 

Term Ends 

Autumn 1 Monday 5th September 2022 Friday 21st October 2022 

School Closed Monday 24th October 2022– Friday 28th October 2022 

Autumn 2 Monday 31st October 2022 Friday 16th December 2022 

School Closed Monday 19th December 2022 - Tuesday 3th January 2023 

Spring 1 Wednesday 4th January 2023  Friday 10th February 2023 

School Closed Monday 13th February 2023 - Friday 17th February 2023  

Spring 2 Monday 20th February 2023  Friday 31st March 2023 

School Closed Monday 3rd April 2023– Monday 17th April 2023 

Summer 1 Tuesday 18th April 2023 Friday 26th May 2023 

School Closed Monday 29th May 2023– Friday 2nd June 2023 

Summer 2 Monday 5th June 2023  Friday 21st July 2023 


